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and to arouse in them a realization of the obligations of citizenship. 
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Chris Howard, Secretary 
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1. FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Fellow Members: 

This year you and the public saw a reinvigorated City 

Club.  We presented programs, research, and community 

conversations that attracted new members and 

welcomed returning members.  And we delivered on our 

mission to inform members of our community on public 

policy matters that lead them to appreciate the 

responsibilities of citizenship.  It was the extraordinary 

efforts of volunteer members and a working board of 

governors that made this possible. 

Our Program Committee produced an ambitious 

schedule.  Starting in the fall, we held candidate debates 

for the city, county, and state-wide elections and an educational workshop on Ranked-Choice 

Voting at Lincoln High School.  Following the elections we hosted retiring elected officials to 

offer their “reflections” on their service and we introduced the new Portland city councilors to 

their districts.  We followed those events with "state of" programs for city, county, and metro 

leaders to report to their constituents.  We held these events across the city in a variety of 

venues.  We also established a “First Friday” schedule of programs at the University Place 

Convention Center.  These monthly programs began with a series on rebuilding downtown 

Portland, organized by our Built Environment Issues Committee. 

Our Health and Public Safety Issue Committee continued a series of community conversations 

called “It Takes a Village”, focused on people experiencing homelessness, often accompanied 

by mental health and substance use conditions.  

Our Research Board oversaw the completion of two successful studies:  a ballot measure study 

committee report recommended a “yes” vote on Measure 117 (state-wide ranked-choice 

voting), and a comprehensive study committee report recommended a pilot program of 

participatory budgeting, which City Club members approved.  The Research Board also 

launched two comprehensive studies—one on the best use of Ross Island and another on 

Portland’s Vision Zero initiative. 

In addition to attending programs, serving on research study committees, and participating in 

Issue Committees, members have participated in several membership welcome events and 

helped restart the New Leaders Council.  
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We have offered programs that appeal to members and to prospective members; all aiming to 

meet members’ expectations and attract new members who may provide new ideas and 

perspectives.  We made our programs accessible to in-person attendees, to virtual attendees 

through live streaming, and to later viewers via our YouTube channel.  We delivered a weekly 

Bulletin to communicate with members, and a “lite” version of the Bulletin to a public email list.   

Our programs, along with research reports, Issue Committee community conversations, and 

Bulletin communications, have raised our profile in the community.  Together they have 

burnished our reputation as a trusted source for non-partisan public policy discussions.  Public 

officials are eager to connect with our members and the public through our programming.  

We’ve seen membership grow, which is a reflection of our programs and engagement 

opportunities.  We were able to offer dues assistance (thanks to a thoughtful donor) to reduce 

financial barriers to membership.  While we’re aways from our pre-COVID member numbers, 

membership grew 20% this year to over 500 members.  

We managed to balance our budget and show a small surplus, thanks to generous supporters 

and careful fiscal management.  The Board of Governors identified and articulated City Club 

core values as a guide to board decisions and strategic planning*.  And we implemented our 

amended bylaws, which included a May annual meeting and election of governors and officers. 

City Club is indebted to Director of Communications Kayla Kennett (our paid staff) and to 

volunteer staff Ted Kaye & Chris Howard for their operations administration.  We also recognize 

the donors and over 50 member-volunteers who made the organization a success.  Finally, I am 

grateful to a working board of governors, three of whom rotated off the board this year and 

deserve special recognition: Amira Streeter, Bobbie Regan, and Robin Denberg. 

We look forward with excitement to the coming year. 

Jon Stride, President 

  
*  City Club’s Values: 

• Neutrality/Impartiality/Non‐Partisanship (in topics, across the political spectrum) 

• Openness (to differing ideas, voices, members, speakers, supporters) 

• Civil Discourse (through respectful exchange of ideas and opinions) 

• Independence (from any outside influence) 

• Rigor/Objectivity (in research, events, questioning) 

• Service (to community, members) 
 

As articulated by the Board of Governors, 2025 
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2. KEY NUMBERS 
 

During 2024–25 the Club saw: 

• 1 comprehensive study completed; 2 more launched 

• 1 ballot measure study completed 

• 19 programmed events, nearly all hybrid 

• 8 Issue Committee events 

• 3 New Leaders events 

• 5 Member Welcome Events 

• More than 60 member-volunteers 

• 510 members at year-end 

• No foundation grants 

• 5 corporate sponsors 

• 144 individual/household donors 

• $1,343,099 in endowments 

• 40 Legacy society members 

• 1 staff (plus in-kind volunteer staff) 

 
 
 

[back to table of contents] 
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3. RESEARCH 
 

City Club of Portland is the last city club in the country conducting member-directed research.  
This unique opportunity brings citizens together to participate in rigorous research and analysis 
on important issues facing our city, region, and state. 

Since 1920, City Club members have prepared over 1,050 reports on a variety of topics 
including land-use planning, health care, education, environment, government, transportation, 
taxation, and more.  Committee members interact with key stakeholders and decisionmakers, 
gain a deeper understanding of regional affairs, and influence public policy.  Comprehensive 
reports serve as a resource for community leaders and citizens developing or evaluating policy 
initiatives and are frequently cited in state and local media.  Ballot measure studies make 
recommendations to approve or reject state and local initiatives, referrals, and referendums.  
These are carefully watched by both political insiders and regular voters who know that our 
nonpartisan analysis isn’t beholden to special interests. 

Whether a comprehensive report or a ballot measure, the process is the same:  a committee of 
City Club members conducts extensive research and drafts a report.  After approval from the 
Research Board and Board of Governors, the report is introduced to the membership at a public 
forum.  Following debate, City Club members determine by vote whether the committee’s 
recommendations become official policy positions of the Club.  If a report passes with two-
thirds majority, it moves into an advocacy process that serves as a powerful force for civic 
change. 
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Research Board 

The Research Board provides oversight and support for the Club’s comprehensive and ballot 
measure study committees.  Board members identify study topics, develop study charges, serve 
as advisors to study committees, and review and approve draft reports. 

Comprehensive research reports and recommendations are the result of 8–12 months of 
focused interviews, hundreds of hours of independent research, weekly member-to-member 
discussions, and continual critical data analysis.  Ballot measure studies take place at an 
accelerated pace—closer to 3 months from start to finish.  All of these activities take place in 
the pursuit of finding nonpartisan, unbiased consensus for a committee recommendation.  

 
Research Board 
 

Jon Stride (chair), Jordan Cole, Michaela Parker, Hank Schottland, Chris Smith, Corey 
Streisinger, Megge Van Valkenberg, Ramsay Weit 

 

In August 2024, the Ballot Measure Study Committee on Oregon 
Measure 117 concluded that Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) would 
provide significant improvements over Oregon’s current plurality 
system, finding it could be a step toward a more participatory 
and representative democracy, which could foster greater voter 
engagement and trust in the electoral process.  The committee 
recommended a “yes” vote.  Members accepted the study by a 
vote of 78 yes, 15 no, 4 abstentions.  This approval achieved the 
threshold for advocacy and the Club placed its recommendation 
in the Oregon Voters Pamphlet. 
 
Study Committee 
William Creger, final Chair 
Michaela Parker, final Lead Writer 
Katie Lorish, initial Chair & Co-Lead Writer 
Robin Denburg 
Walker Griffith, initial Co-Lead Writer 
Peter Miller 
Jon Williams 
Jordan Cole, Research Advisor 
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In March 2025, the Comprehensive Study Committee on 
Participatory Budgeting in Portland recommended that the City 
of Portland explore participatory budgeting by implementing a 
carefully designed pilot program.  It stated, “The need for public 
participation is acute, especially in municipal budgeting; the 
popularity of the practice testifies to its appeal; and it has the 
potential to complement the city’s current agenda of reforms.”  
Members approved the study by a vote of 53 yes, 33 no, 7 
abstentions.  This approval failed to achieve the threshold for 
advocacy. 
 
Study Committee 
Hank Schottland, Chair 
Phil Wagar, Lead Writer 
Ann Lehman 
Frankline Muthomi 
Francie Royce 
Jon Stride, Research Advisor 
 
 
The Club’s research study library at Portland State University provides public access to all past 
studies. 
 
The Research Board launched two more long-term comprehensive studies in 2024–25:  “The 
Future of Ross Island” and “Vision Zero” (traffic safety). 
 
 

              [back to table of contents]   

https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_cityclub/
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4. ADVOCACY & AWARENESS 
 
When active, City Club of Portland’s Advocacy and Awareness program helps make the 
recommendations of our research studies actionable.  Members of our advocacy committees 
inform decision-makers, social interest groups, and the public about City Club’s adopted policy 
positions and to advocate for their implementation.  Beyond promoting positive change, 
advocacy committee members develop knowledge about policy and gain experience with a 
range of advocacy and awareness strategies and tactics.  
 
The Advocacy and Awareness Board provides consulting, guidance, and oversight for the 
advocacy committees with a member of the advocacy committees often participating on the 
Board.  While dormant this year, it will see action next year as the research studies under way 
are completed. 
 
 
 

[back to table of contents]  



 

11 
 

5. PROGRAMS 
      

City Club continued its long tradition and commitment to inform members and the community 
in public matters and on issues of importance to the Portland metropolitan region, the state, 
and society as a whole.  Increased programming during the year focused on individual speakers, 
“state of” presentations, panel discussions, and candidate debates and forums at the city, 
county, and state level.   Events at varying locations, times, and days of the week 
complemented the reinstated “Friday Forums”, in a set location at a fixed time monthly. 

 

Program Committee 

Sam Metz & Bobbie Regan (co-chairs), Robin Denburg 
 
 

 

 
City of Portland Mayoral Candidate Forum, with Rene Gonzalez, Mingus Mapps, Liv Osthus, 
Carmen Rubio, and Keith Wilson. 
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Portland Mayor Keith Wilson 

delivers his State of the City 

address at Franklin High School. 

Ranked-Choice 

Voting workshop at 

Lincoln High School. 

Ellen Rosenblum, Oregon’s Attorney General, 

reflects on her 12 years in office, hosted by 

Kerry Tymchuk. 

Portland District 2 City Councilors 

Dan Ryan, Elana Pirtle-Guiney, 

and Sameer Kanal, hosted by 

Sophie Peel. 
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Date Title  Speakers Description 

6/5/2024 
watch here 

Delivering Justice for 
Oregonians— 
A Fireside Chat with Oregon's 
Attorney General 

Ellen Rosenblum, Oregon Attorney 
General 
 
Moderator:  Kerry Tymchuk, 
executive director of the Oregon 
Historical Society 

Oregon's outgoing Attorney General 
reflected on her 12-year tenure and shared 
insights into the critical work of the Attorney 
General's office.  From standing up to 
powerful interests to safeguarding the rights 
of Oregonians, Rosenblum was at the 
forefront of legal battles that shaped the 
state's landscape.  

6/7/2024 
watch here 

State of Education in Oregon 
 

 

Dr. Charlene Williams, Director, 
Oregon Department of Education 
State Representative Hoa Nguyen 

Dr.  Williams leads the Oregon Department 
of Education; State Representative Nguyen is 
leading the charge  in the legislature on 
addressing chronic absenteeism.  They 
explored various challenges and 
opportunities facing students and schools, 
including the transition from remote 
learning back to the classroom and equity 
gaps between students of color and their 
peers. 

8/6/2024 
watch here 

2024 Ranked Choice Voting 
Workshop with Multnomah 
County Elections and Portland 
Elections 

Tim Scott, Director of Elections, 
Multnomah County 
Leah Benson, Ranked Choice 
Voting Project Manager, 
Multnomah County 
James Eccles, Elections Analyst, 
City of Portland 

City Club and the League of Women Voters 
of Portland hosted an educational workshop 
on Ranked Choice Voting, the new voting 
system to be used starting in November 
2024 to elect Portland's Mayor, Auditor, and 
all 12 City Councilors for the city's four new 
geographic districts.  Attendees at Lincoln 
High School learned from the pros about the 
ins and outs of ranked choice voting, how to 
mark their ballots, and received a primer on 
vote tabulation.  The event also featured a 
live mock election for hands-on experience. 

8/20/2024 
watch here 
  

Member Briefing—Oregon 
Ranked-Choice Voting Ballot 
Measure 117 

Oregon Ranked-Choice Voting 
Ballot Measure 117 Study 
Committee 
 

 

The City Club's Oregon Ranked-Choice 
Voting Ballot Measure study committee 
hosted a Q&A discussion about their report 
and recommendation.  Members had the 
opportunity to review the report in detail 
and ask questions before voting on its 
adoption. Topics discussed included 
arguments for and against the current 
proposal for ranked choice voting in 
Oregon's state and federal elections, 
different forms of ranked choice voting, and 
other alternatives to plurality voting.  Voting 
on the committee's recommendation took 
place electronically after the meeting. 

9/5/2024 
watch here 

2024 Multnomah County 
Commission District 1 
Candidate Forum 

Candidates Meghan Moyer and 
Vadim Mozyrsky  
 
Moderator:  Anthony Effinger, 
Willamette Week 

The forum featured candidates vying for the 
District 1 seat on the Multnomah County 
Commission, which represents NW and SW 
Portland, including Downtown, and a 
portion of the Inner Eastside. 

2024–25 Events 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5cs8Le73bf8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WrxqWY4mnkg&t=2s
https://youtu.be/ngC6hHlyqOQ?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxtuShbZEzs
https://youtu.be/J5-R1S2ngjk?feature=shared
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9/9/2024 
watch here 

2024 Multnomah County 
Commission District 2 
Candidate Forum 

Candidates Sam Adams and 
Shannon Singleton  
 
Moderator:  Anthony Effinger, 
Willamette Week 

The forum featured candidates vying for the 
District 2 seat on the Multnomah County 
Commission, which represents North and 
Northeast Portland. 

10/8/2024 
watch here 

2024 City of Portland Mayoral 
Candidate Forum 

Candidates Rene Gonzalez, Mingus 
Mapps, Liv Osthus, Carmen Rubio, 
and Keith Wilson 
 
Moderator:  Jeff Mapes, retired 
journalist, OPB and The Oregonian 

The forum featured the five mayoral who 
qualified for the City of Portland’s Small 
Donor Elections Program. 

10/16/2024 
watch here 

2024 General Election State 
Attorney General Debate 

Candidates Will Lathrop and Dan 
Rayfield 
 
Moderator:  Ken Boddie 

Candidates for Oregon attorney general 
faced off in KOIN 6 debate sponsored by the 
Club. 

10/16/2024 
watch here 

A Legacy of Service: US Rep. 
Blumenauer Reflects on 54 
Years in Public Office 

Congressman Earl Blumenauer, D-
OR 
 

 

After serving 28 years in Oregon’s 3rd 
Congressional District, Congressman Earl 
Blumenauer is stepping down.  Known for 
his work in transportation, cannabis reform, 
infrastructure, and healthcare, Blumenauer’s 
legacy has deeply influenced Oregon politics.  
Before his time in Congress, he served as a 
State Legislator, Multnomah County 
Commissioner, and Portland City Council 
member.  Hear him share his experiences as 
an elected official and his plans for 
continued public service. 

1/28/2025 
watch here 

Meet Your New City 
Councilors!—District 2 

Portland City Councilors Sameer 
Kanal, Elana Pirtle-Guiney, and 
Dan Ryan 
 
Moderator:  Sophie Peel, 
Willamette Week 

Newly-elected members of the new City 
Council of Portland shared their priorities for 
their district (North and Northeast Portland) 
and their visions for Portland.  

2/4/2025 
watch here 

A Look Back on the 2024 
Elections 
 

 

Bryan Iverson, Republican 
strategist and former Republican 
legislator 
Charlie Conrad, Democratic 
strategist 
Annie Ellison 
Kari Chisholm, cofounder and 
partner at Swift Public Affairs 
 
Shane Dixon Kavanaugh, reporter, 
The Oregonian 

Participants heard a discussion on Portland’s 
historic City Council elections and other key 
results from Oregon—what shaped voter 
decisions and what these outcomes mean 
for the future. 

2/11/2025 
watch here  

Meet Your New City 
Councilors!—District 4 

Portland City Councilors Olivia 
Clark, Mitch Green, and Eric 
Zimmerman 
 
Moderator:  Sophie Peel, 
Willamette Week 

Newly-elected members of the new City 
Council of Portland shared their priorities for 
their district (Northwest, Southwest, and 
part Southeast Portland) and their visions 
for Portland. 

2/25/2025 
watch here  

Meet Your New City 
Councilors!—District 3 

Portland City Councilors Angelita 
Morillo, Tiffany Koyama Lane, and 
Steve Novick 
 
Moderator:  Sophie Peel, 
Willamette Week 

Newly-elected members of the new City 
Council of Portland shared their priorities for 
their district (Southeast Portland) and their 
visions for Portland. 

https://www.youtube.com/live/zCz_oUR4V6c?feature=shared
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Euv_U_2q7ZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14RoF8KYIsQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7DFujQCyj4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GhhGwpFuXGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MYVaT0pFhg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hIigONWQSrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5iqFjpDCJs
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3/4/2025 
watch here 
 
  

Meet Your New City 
Councilors!—District 1 

Portland City Councilors Candace 
Avalos, Jamie Dunphy, and Loretta 
Smith 
 
Moderator:  Sophie Peel, 
Willamette Week 

Newly-elected members of the new City 
Council of Portland shared their priorities for 
their district (Outer East Portland) and their 
visions for Portland. 

3/7/2025 
watch here 

Rx for Central City Livability, 
Part 1 
 

 

Carol Mayer Reed, Principal 
Emeritus at Mayer/Reed 
Mike Wilkerson, Director of 
Economic Research at 
ECONorthwest 
Paddy Tillett, retired architect at 
ZGF Architects 
 
Moderator:  Kaarin Knudson, 
mayor of Eugene and professor at 
the University of Oregon 

Drawing inspiration from global cities, the 
panel explored how Portland can fully 
leverage its public and private assets—both 
natural and built—to reimagine its central 
city by 2050.  A Built Environment Issue 
Committee program. 

4/4/2025 
watch here 

Rx for Central City Livability, 
Part 2  

Andrew Iltis, Senior Vice President 
at the Downtown Denver 
Partnership 
Sarah Dennis Phillips, Executive 
Director of Economic and 
Workforce Development for the 
City of San Francisco 
 
Moderator:  Steve Dotterer, 
former Principal Planner for the 
City of Portland 

The panel explored what Portland can learn 
from their cities, which have strengthened 
their downtowns by focusing on access, 
housing, and places people want to be.  A 
Built Environment Issue Committee 
program. 

4/22/2025 
watch here 

Member Briefing—
Participatory Budgeting for 
Portland Research 

Participatory Budgeting Study 
Committee 
 

 

The study committee delivered an in-depth 
briefing on City Club’s latest research report, 
Participatory Budgeting for Portland.  It 
explores the future of participatory 
budgeting in Portland, examining its 
potential benefits, risks, and the structural 
considerations necessary for its successful 
implementation.  Voting on the committee's 
recommendation took place electronically 
after the meeting. 

5/2/2025 
watch here 

Rx for Central City Livability, 
Part 3  

Michael Alexander, Board Chair of 
Albina Vision Trust 
Tiffany Sweitzer, President of Hoyt 
Street Properties 
Art Pearce, Portland Bureau of 
Transportation 
 
Moderator:  Earl Blumenauer, 
former U.S. Congressman for 
Oregon District 3 

The panel of veteran participants reflected 
on Portland's history of transformative 
public infrastructure investments—from the 
Transit Mall and Waterfront Park to the 
Pearl District park sequence—that reshaped 
the city through collaboration, vision, and 
catalytic investments, and drew lessons from 
these past successes to guide the next 
chapter of Portland’s growth.  A Built 
Environment Issue Committee program. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma1OxRDvUXY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRZbPZ95-O8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jF_7cUwwHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA45PGVj0KE
https://www.youtube.com/live/dkMkt282V1w
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Rx for Central City Livability, Part 3, with Michael Alexander, Tiffany Sweitzer, Art Pearce, and 

Earl Blumenauer—a Friday Forum programmed by the Built Environment Issue Committee. 

 
 

[back to table of contents] 
 

  

5/2/2025 
watch here 

State of the City 
 

 

Mayor Keith Wilson, City of 
Portland 
 
Moderator:  J. T. Flowers, Albina 
Vision Trust 

Speaking at Franklin High School, the newly-
elected mayor struck an optimistic tone 
while outlining his administration’s approach 
to major challenges, including a $93 million 
budget shortfall, the city’s housing and 
homelessness crises, and federal policies at 
odds with local values. He previewed 
decisions on public safety, climate 
investment, and city staffing, and 
emphasized collaboration across 
government and community.  

https://www.youtube.com/live/Z2GWzuxdjCY
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Friday Forums resume, at the University Place Hotel & Conference Center on S.W. Lincoln Ave. 
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6. ISSUE COMMITTEES 
 

Issue Committees have long formed a vital part of the Club experience, known variously as 
Standing Committees, Agora, Issue Forums, and Member-Led Forums.  They provide an 
opportunity for members to connect, share information, and explore a topic of mutual interest.  
They drive the creation of diverse events, including talks, gatherings, panels, tours, tastings, and 
outings open to members and the public. 

Three committees saw activity this year, with the potential for more.  A steering committee 
oversaw their operation. 

Issues Committees Steering Committee:   

Jonathan Konkol & Wynne Wakkila (co-chairs) 

 

The Built Environment delves into topics encompassing land use, transportation, architecture, 
public space, and related subjects shaping the physical city.  Areas of focus include housing, 
greenhouse gas emissions, the Burnside Bridge replacement project, the Columbia River 
Crossing, downtown revitalization, and affordable housing shortages.  Jonathan Konkol & Paddy 
Tillett (co-chairs); Rx for Downtown Portland programming team:  G. B. Arrington, Heather Flint 
Chatto, Steve Dotterer, Jonathan Konkol, Bill Lennerz, Susan Novak, Rick Potestio, Carol Mayer 
Reed, Paddy Tillett. 

Health & Public Safety explores a broad spectrum of topics related to public safety and health, 
addressing concerns such as addiction, homelessness, crime, police practices, and public health.  
The goal is to raise awareness, inform members and the public, and facilitate connections to 
drive changes, including solutions in public policy.  Wynne Wakkila & Henry Kaiser (co-chairs). 

Education & The Arts focuses on subjects related to K-12 education, higher education, and the 
arts in the Portland region.  The Arts component encompasses the exploration of cultural 
diversity expressed through various art forms and practices.  Mike Lindberg & Wynne Wakkila 
(co-chairs). 

 

During 2024–25 The Health & Public Safety committee continued its “It Takes a Village” event 
series of in-person panel programs; the Built Environment committee not only held its own 
events but programmed three Friday Forums.  The Education & The Arts committee continued 
its organizing work. 
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Comm. Date Event Topic 

Health 
Public 
Safety 

6/26/2024 "It Takes a Village" 
Panel: Police Chiefs 
on Public Safety 

A panel discussion featuring Portland Police Chief Bob Day 
and Gresham Police Chief Travis Gullberg, part of the "It 
Takes a Village" series. 

All 11/13/2024 Post-Election 
Community 
Gathering 

A celebration of democracy with friends, neighbors, and those 
who ran for office in our community—a gathering to unwind 
after an eventful election season and celebrate Portland’s first 
ranked-choice election and the increased civic engagement it 
inspired. 

Built 
Environ
ment 

11/19/2024 Workshop on Middle 
Housing 

City Club and the Architecture Foundation of Oregon host a 
presentation followed by a mock public design workshop about 
middle-scale housing in Portland’s classic neighborhoods. 
Speakers: Rick Potestio, AFO’s 2018 Van Evera Bailey 
Fellow, and Jonathan Konkol, co-chair of the Built 
Environment Committee. 

Health 
Public 
Safety 

1/29/2025 Checking Up on 
Multnomah County’s 
Drug Deflection 
Program 

A discussion on how local government, law enforcement, and 
nonprofit service providers are collaborating to support people 
experiencing addiction in response to HB 4002.  
Speakers Tony Vezina, Executive Director of 4D Recovery, 
and Gresham Police Chief Travis Gullberg, part of the "It 
Takes a Village" series. 

Built 
Environ
ment 

4/12/2025 City Club Downtown 
Plan Walking Tour 

Speakers:  Laurence Qamar, Heather Flint-Chatto, Rick 
Potestio.  

Health 
Public 
Safety 

4/30/2025 "It Takes a Village" 
Conversation with 
Leaders on 
Homelessness  

A conversation with leaders of four organizations supporting 
people experiencing homelessness and housing insecurity in 
Portland. 
 
Speakers: Scott Kerman, Blanchet House; Dr. Andy 
Mendenhall, Central City Concern; Commander Brian Hughes, 
Central City Precinct, Portland Police; and Matt Stein, Union 
Gospel Mission. 

Health 
Public 
Safety 

5/28/2025 Firewise 
Presentation 

A Firewise Community Program Info Session—how to reduce 
wildfire risks, prepare home and neighborhood, and strengthen 
community resilience. 
 
Speaker: Kim Kosmas, Senior Public Education Officer at 
Portland Fire & Rescue.  
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Built 
Environ
ment 

5/29-
30/2025 

Central City 2050 
Vision Design 
Charrette—Public 
Presentations 

Free public events associated with the Central City 2050 
Vision Design Charrette, hosted by the Architectural Heritage 
Center in collaboration with City Club's Built Environment 
Issue Committee.  On Friday, June 27 and Saturday, June 28, 
attend public review sessions (4:00–5:00 pm both days) 
followed by a “Dots & Drinks” reception, where concepts and 
recommendations will be presented and discussed. 

 
Built Environment Issue Committee workshop on Middle Housing. 

 

Health & Public Safety Issue Committee panel in the “It Takes a Village” series. 

[back to table of contents] 
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7. MEMBER RECOGNITION  
 

 

 

With the help of its member-volunteers, City Club accomplishes the work of an organization 
many times its size. 

Executive Committee:  Chris Howard, Ted Kaye, Mark Stephan, Amira Streeter, Jon Stride 

Development Committee:  Ted Kaye (chair, board liaison), Carla Kelley, Susan Kelly 

Finance Committee:  Ted Kaye (chair, board liaison), Chris Howard, Kathleen Joy, Philip Smith, 
Hilary Vineyard 

Membership Committee:  Colleen Shoemaker (chair, board liaison), Spencer Ehrman, Joe 
Gardner, Steve Griffith, Chris Howard, Ted Kaye, Susan Kelly, Doug Marker, Paddy Tillett, and 
Wynne Wakkila 

Nominating Committee:  Chris Howard (chair, board liaison), Jordan Cole, Jordan Cox, Ted 
Kaye, Mary Nichols, Mark Stephan, Jon Stride 

New Leaders Council:  Jordan Cole and Chris Howard (co-chairs) 

 

Members also constituted research committees and served as volunteers at in-person events. 

 

Event Volunteers: 

Shoshana Baird, Steven Browning, Holly Cappello, John Ewan, Joe Gardner, Kathy Goeddel, Kelly 
Holtz, Debbie Kaye, Susan Kelly, Brad Krishnamurthy, Nancy Kurkinen, Marion McNamara, 
Colleen Shoemaker, Jay Shoemaker, Cory Streisinger, Tim Tees, Richard & Kim Turner, Hilary 
Vineyard, Wynne Wakkila 
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The Membership Committee continued to hold welcome events for new and returning 
members, held in public spaces and member homes.  Five events took place.  

         

Member welcome event at Kell’s Irish Pub. 
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AWARDS 

Each of the Club’s awards has a long tradition and recognizes members in different ways for 
their outstanding contributions to the Club. 

 
City Club Award:  Bobbie Regan 

The City Club Award recognizes the contribution made by a member of the Club toward the 
accomplishment of the Club’s purposes.  It is awarded to those members who, by virtue of their 
long-standing service to the Club and the community, their continued demonstrated willingness 
to assume Club responsibilities and assignments, and their demonstrated long-time interest in 
the goals of the Club, warrant recognition of their service.  Bobbie was honored for her 
leadership in the public programs of the Club over many years and her distinguished public 
service, including three terms on the Portland Public Schools Board. 
 
 
Allan Hart Research Award:  Cory Streisinger   

This award goes to a member of the Club in recognition of extraordinary commitment to 
research and its role in civic engagement.  The award honors Allan Hart, a legendary champion 
of research and past president of the Club, who joined in 1938 and died in 2002. 

Cory Streisinger, as a member of the Research Board, was instrumental in organizing and 
advancing our research efforts, through writing charges, providing institutional memory, and 
keeping our work on track. 
 
 
Member of the Year:  Wynne Wakkila  

During any Club year, any number of members distinguish themselves by their hard work and 
significant contributions.  The Member of the Year is that person who stands out even among 
those luminaries.  Wynne was honored for her infectious enthusiasm, generous financial 
support, and unstoppable devotion to revitalizing our Issue Committees, which have truly 
advanced the Club in many ways. 

 

President’s Award:   Colleen Shoemaker   

The President may present an award to a member or members of the Club for outstanding 
service to the Club during the Club year.  He honored Colleen, whose leadership of the 
Membership Committee has helped drive a significant recovery of our membership numbers, 
which are up 40% from the beginning of 2024, and for her hard work, outstanding organizing 
skills, and dedication to the Club.  
 

[back to table of contents]  
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8. DONOR RECOGNITION 
 

When City Club was founded in 1916, it worked to solve problems for the common good.  Over 
the last century, the City Club of Portland has grown and evolved to reflect the values and 
temperament of the times, but it has never strayed from the member-driven model that has 
enabled it to thrive for over 100 years. 

Today, when a few powerful voices can dominate the political dialogue, more and more people 
are depending on organizations like City Club for unbiased information and thoughtful debate. 

As members we are responding by creating programs and conducting research on the truly 
important issues in our community.  We are convening people and organizations of divergent 
beliefs to listen, learn, and lead in crafting creative solutions and advocating for their adoption.  

To remain true to our values of independence, City Club has always been member-driven and 
member-supported.  However, membership dues cover only a portion of our operating 
expenses.  To help support the rest, the Club relies on additional gifts from members, present 
and past. 

 

a. Endowments 

Endowments represent gifts from the past, supporting our future. 

Established in 2008, the Research Endowment (at the Oregon Community Foundation) 
currently holds more than $983,000.  Annual distributions directly support the Club’s research 
efforts.  The initial funds were pledged and contributed by more than 100 members and friends 
in memory of Ogden Beeman, former Club president and champion of research, with a 
substantial match from his family and a bequest from Andy Linehan, former Club president. 

The Club’s General Endowment (also at the Oregon Community Foundation), established in 
1980 after a three-year campaign in which over 1,000 members contributed, currently holds 
more than $359,000.  Distributions support the Club’s general operations.  

 
 
 

[back to table of contents] 
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b. Legacy Society 

Generous individuals and couples who have included City Club of Portland in their estate plans 
form the Legacy Society.  They have made a commitment to the Club’s long-term fiscal stability 
by increasing its endowments over time. 

It’s easy to join the Legacy Society.  Provide for the City Club in one’s will or trust, or make the 
Club a beneficiary of life insurance or a retirement account.  Then simply complete and send in 
the short enrollment form.  Members will be recognized in all future listings of the Legacy 
Society and will help ensure the Club’s success in perpetuity. 

 
Sam Adams 
*Don Barney 
*Ogden Beeman 
*Arthur Goldsmith 
*Dan & *Rusty Goldy 
*Susan Hammer 
*Allan Hart 
*Ned Hayes 
Peter E. Heuser 
Bill Holmer 
John Horvick 
Leslie S. Johnson 
Ted Kaye 
Carla Kelley 
Susan Kelly 
*Randall Kester 
*Muriel & *Sid Lezak 
Nichole June Maher 
*Gus Mattersdorf 
*Ned Look 

Greg Macpherson 
*Andy Linehan 
Pat McCormick 
*Roger J. Meyer 
Su Midghall 
Leslie Morehead 
David Quisenberry 
Steve Rosenbaum 
*Mary Martin Rosenberg 
Steve Schell 
Chris Smith 
*Julie & *Don Sterling 
Frances J. Storrs 
Sue and Glyn Thomas 
Les Vuylsteke 
Tamsen Wassell 
Kurt Wehbring & Donna Dermond 
*Bob Weil 
Don & Janet Williams 
James A. Zehren 
  

 
(* deceased) 
 
 

[back to table of contents]  
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c. 2024–2025 Leadership Circle 

The Leadership Circle comprises City Club supporters who are committed to ensuring that the 
Club remains the leading Oregon institution engaging citizens in public issues.  Members of the 
Leadership Circle invest in the Club’s future with contributions of $1,000 or more per year.  The 
Club is grateful for the support of the Leadership Circle members listed below. 

Ted Gilbert 
Ted Kaye 
Carla Kelley 
Gregory H Macpherson 
Samuel Metz 
Leslie Morehead 

Tom Neilsen 
Bobbie Regan 
Meredith Savery 
Christopher Smith 
Philip Collier Smith 
Fran Storrs 

Jon Stride 
Michael Veale 
Wynne Wakkila 
Phil Walsh 

 

d. 2024–25  Annual Fund Donors 

Arden Albertini 
Shaymaa Alquriqchee 
Suzanne Asmus 
Shoshana Baird 
Lori Irish Bauman 
David Beck 
Kristine Bennett 
Ginny Benware 
Chris Bonner 
CGC Financial Services LLC 
Lauren Clarke 
Jordan Cole 
Intel Corporation 
Marilyn Couch 
Monica Cox 
Jordan Cox 
Caroline Harris Crowne 
Elizabeth Dailey 
Alan DeLaTorre 
JoNell Rae DeMars 
Robin Denburg 
Susan Denman 
Rashmi Dixit 
Erica L. Dorn 
Pamela Echeverio 
Bud Erland 
Susan Ferguson 
Katherine B Fischer 

Lorna Fossand 
Alice Eleanor Frost 
Ursula Garcia 
Darlene Urban Garrett 
Inghard Gjovaag 
Katherine Goeddel 
Marian Gold 
Stephen Gomez 
Anne Gonzalez 
Belinda Green 
Gay Greger 
Angela Gusa 
Thomas Gustafson 
Doug Hagen 
Karen Haley 
Sherry G. Hall 
Joan E Hamilton 
James Joseph Hearn 
Denis Heidtmann 
Kazzrie Hekati 
Mary Lou Hennrich 
John Hirsch 
John Horvick 
Chris Howard 
Ruth Howell 
Jennifer H Hutchinson 
Intel 
Leslie Johnson 

Brent Alan Johnson 
Kathleen Joy 
Dennis J Karas 
Susan Kilduff Kelly 
Thomas Kilbane 
Lee Knightly 
Pamela Knowles 
Mary Knox 
Jonathan Konkol 
Julie Lance 
Gloria Lee 
Alexander Leeding 
Brent Lieberman 
Andres de Lucca 
John Maher 
Doug Marker 
Sharon Yvette Maxwell 
Jeana Menger 
MHAAO 
Microsoft 
Robert Millis 
Guenevere Anne Millius 
Patricia Mizutani 
Derek Morrison 
Woody Mosby 
Carla Moyer 
Maureen Nash 
Mary Nichols 
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Joshua Ottosen 
lalit Patel 
Elsa Allgood Porter 
Ken Ray 
James Reuler 
Bill Righter 
Ruth A Robinson 
Rhaven T Rodriguez 
Maryann K Roulier 
Roberta Ruimy 
Kathleen Ann Scanlan 
Rev. Stephen Schneider 
Rindert Schutten 
David Shaw 
Judy Shiprack 

Colleen Shoemaker 
Craig Smith 
Benjamin H Smith 
R P Joe Smith 
Billy Southworth 
Whit Spencer 
Brandon Spencer-Hartle 
Rene Gonzalez Sr. 
Bryan Steelman 
Mark Stephan 
Marybeth Stiner 
Darren Stowell 
Anna Richter Taylor 
LaJune Thorson 
Nora Thrope-Gelles 

Paddy Tillett 
Margaret Van Valkenburg 
Sandra Valle 
Sharon VanSickle-Robbins 
Phil Wagar 
Ramsay Weit 
Charles Westley 
Rebecca Wetherby 
Don Williams 
Paulette Wittwer 
Karen Wolfgang 
Miles Edward Woofter 
Betsy Wright 
Andrew Yaden 
David Yaden

 
The challenges of compiling such lists can introduce unintended mistakes, which in no way 
diminish the Club’s gratitude for its members’ support.  The Club regrets any errors or omissions 
and encourages contacting staff with any corrections. 
 
 

e. 2024–25  Organizational Sponsors 

We accept donations without regard to any funder’s opinion on the selection of research and 

event topics, speakers, editorial content, or methodology, ensuring our work remains free from 

external influence. 

We thank the following for sponsoring our events:  AARP  ●   Chevron   ●   Fight Against Sex 

Trafficking   ●   Health Care for All Oregon   ●  Neil Kelly   ●  The Standard    

 

                                   

               

[back to table of contents]  
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9. FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 

 
Statement of Activities 
For the years ended May 31, 2024 & 2025 
 

 

            2025    2024 
Support and Revenue        
 

Contributions & grants         $70,114   $20,649 

Bequests & endowment gifts               –             – 

Membership dues         56,484     52,692 

Program service revenue          8,299       1,173 

Investment income          (1,918)     (1,181) 

Net realized & unrealized gains      119,325   136,975 

Total support and revenue    $252,304 $210,308 

 

Expenses 
 

Program services     $140,967   $60,396 

Management & general          6,848       7,028 

Fundraising            1,456       1,343 

Total expenses     $149,271   $68,767 

 

Change in net assets                $103,033 $141,541        

 

 

Net assets 
 

Beginning of year              $1,244,828      $1,103,287       

End of year               $1,347,861      $1,244,828       

 

Notes:  The large “Change in net assets” is primarily attributable to gains in the value of 

the Club’s endowments.  The Club’s operating results were surpluses of $24,035 in 

2023–24 and $4,179 in 2024–25. 

 

The Club historically secures a full financial audit every four years.  The 2018–19 fiscal 

year’s financial statements were audited by Kern & Thompson.  Members may receive a 

copy of those financial statements by contacting the Club offices.  
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Statement of Financial Position  
May 31, 2024 & 2025 
 

 

    2025     2024 

Assets           

 

Cash & cash equivalents       $15,302             $9,221            

Accounts & grants receivable          2,500              – 

Prepaid expenses & deposits in transit        1,822           424 

Property & equipment, net           2,584         3,445 

Endowment Investments (at market)   1,343,099        1,243,383         

Total Assets               $1,365,307      $1,256,473       

 

 

Liabilities and Net Assets 

 

Liabilities: 

Accounts payable          $7,775      $1,645 

Deferred revenue           9,671      10,000 

Accruals                   –               – 

Loan                    –               – 

Total liabilities        $17,446    $11,645 

 

Net assets: 

Unrestricted—undesignated         (1,258)              (4,575)             

Unrestricted—board designated         1,000          1,000 

Temporarily restricted       607,350      507,634 

Permanently restricted       740,769      740,769 

Total net assets              $1,347,861        $1,244,828         

  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets                 $1,365,307 $1,256,473 
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 Operating Results History   2018–2025  
 
 

 

 

These amounts exclude in-kind gifts/expenses, gains/losses on investments, gifts and bequests 
to endowments, and depreciation, and adjust for Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan 
receipts, releases of restricted funds, and endowment distributions.  

2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
Jun '18 - May '19 Jun '19 -May '20 Jun '20 -May '21 Jun '21 - May '22 Jun '22 - May '23 Jun '23 - May '24 Jun '24 - May '25

REVENUES

Indiv. Contribs./Ann'l Fund 53,673 47,413 33,969 39,791 25,331 13,565 36,174

Corporate Sponsorships 70,382 23,384 31,757 34,246 16,301 26,500

Foundation Grants 122,391 31,250 1,300 2,000 8,750

Release of Restricted Funds 6,600 38,261 10,000

In-Kind Gifts 23,784 12,932 5,215 920 1,000

Membership—Indiv. 126,356 87,505 62,421 65,869 47,540 52,692 56,484

Membership—Org. 10,500 2,000 2,000

Program Revenue 104,362 51,351 1,173 8,299

Gala Event Revenue 158,739 21,300 36,703

PPP Forgiveness Accrued 55,905 19,650 35,257

Designated Funds 6,361 6,362 6,423 6,416 6,750 7,084 7,440

Endowment Draw 38,476 38,977 39,441 12,449 12,984 17,427 17,692

Miscellaneous Income 80 64 3 1 14

716,722 427,103 238,882 198,950 128,671 91,942 152,588

EXPENSES

Personnel 339,571 287,259 5,645 76,915 31,581 33,538 77,389

Professional Services 19,211 33,561 26,055 53,595 165,398 1,900 1,900

Rent 61,820 51,229 24,163 5,092 8,868 8,835 8,978

Equipment Rent 3,316 3,192 1,064

Telephone & Tech 15,505 13,031 8,518 5,477 5,590 5,737 6,312

Insurance 4,591 4,779 4,915 4,977 5,153 5,217 5,419

Printing/Copying 529 837 12 2,407 596 100

Postage 1,201 1,454 333 1,074 307

Programming Support 30,817 15,715 21,148 24,749 13,540 2,035 31,979

Program Costs 107,982 66,782 1,600 5,505

Gala Event 69,428 24,687 17,583

Marketing, FR, & Sponsor 30 1,240 989 2,108 1,658 1,405 2,380

Grant-Specific Expenses 6,600 7,500

In-Kind Offsets 23,784 12,932 5,215 920 1,000

Bank Fees/Finance Charges 11,944 6,499 3,979 2,629 1,893 3,418 2,454

Supplies 1,881 2,840 698 1,043 502 278 934

Other (10 accounts) 9,514 7,433 2,446 3,527 3,426 3,944 5,059

712,694 533,471 130,262 184,514 239,513 67,907 148,410

NET  --  Surplus / (Deficit) 4,028 (106,368) 108,620 14,436 (110,842) 24,035 4,179
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS SUMMARY 
    

 

 
 
The Club’s endowments are held by the Oregon Community Foundation (OCF) 

in its main long-term investment pool.  The Club is also the beneficiary of three 
designated funds at OCF (Sterling, Goldy, and Rosenberg), not shown here. 

Annual distributions from the endowments support the Club’s operating budget and, in 
the case of the Research Endowment, the Club’s research function within the 
operating budget.  No Research Endowment distributions were taken in 2021–23. 

Currently the distribution rate set by OCF is 4.15% of the average endowment balance 
over the previous 13 quarters, adjusted for additions. 

  

General 

Endowment

Research 

Endowment

May 31, 2021 $346,717 $804,196

Additions 0 15,000

Distributions (12,449) 0

Gain/(Loss)/Expenses 1,433 1,836

May 31, 2022 $335,701 $821,032

Additions 0 0

Distributions (12,984) 0

Gain/(Loss)/Expenses (5,632) (13,101)

May 31, 2023 $317,085 $807,931

Additions 0 0

Distributions (13,427) (4,000)

Gain/(Loss)/Expenses 37,558 98,236

May 31, 2024 $341,216 $902,167

Additions 0 0

Distributions (13,692) (4,000)

Gain/(Loss)/Expenses 31,853 85,555

May 31, 2025 $359,377 $983,722



 

32 
 

10. STAFF  
 
The Club had one part-time employee:  Kayla Kennett, communications director. 
 
Treasurer Ted Kaye served as the Club’s administrator, supervising staff and coordinating 
administrative functions, and with past treasurer Chris Howard managed all office and financial 
matters, as well as membership functions, as volunteers. 
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